
FALL 2020 JOB 1 – 14 
 
Introduction 
Why do the righteous suffer? The opening chapters of the book of Job pose this question in acute form. 
A most righteous man is crushed by wave after wave of the severest of tragedies. Although Job never 
learns the reason for his suffering, we as readers are granted a glimpse at its origins. Job suffers as part of 
a test. While the heavenly test is revealed to us readers, Job is kept in the dark. And so it is with our own 
suffering. Often, no explanation is ever offered to us. 

At first, Job calmly accepts his suffering: “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” Before long, however, Job’s physical trial is matched by emotional turmoil. His undone 
soul longs for death. In the portion of the book that we will consider this fall, Job’s three friends, Eliphaz, 
Bildad, and Zophar, each takes a turn attempting to comfort Job with purportedly sound counsel. The 
friends’ basic message is that because Job is suffering, he must have done something wrong to deserve it. 
Responding to each friend in turn, Job sees God as his adversary, but one who remains frustratingly 
inaccessible. In his distress, however, the one thing that Job never does is turn away from God. Disoriented 
and in anguish, Job consistently expects that whatever answer may come must come from God. 

The book of Job reminds us that there is such a thing as innocent suffering. Job is not perfectly innocent, 
as his bewildered accusations against God show. But the suffering that befalls him is not due to any sin on 
his part. In this Job foreshadows a greater counterpart. The biblical theme of innocent suffering comes to 
its climax in the life and death of Jesus Christ. Christ’s endurance under trial is vindicated in his 
resurrection. That vindication fuels our hope as we persevere through our own trials. Casting ourselves 
on our faithful God, let us with Job and with Christ take courage in every situation. 

 
Schedule 
Oct 11: Job 1:1–5  “One who feared God and turned away from evil.”  (Stefan Matzal) 

Oct 18: Job 1:6 – 2:10  “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away.”  (Mark Weldon) 

Oct 25:   Reformation Sunday  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

Nov 1: Job 2:11 – 3:26  “Why did I not die at birth?”  (Stefan Matzal) 

Nov 8: Job 4–6  “Who that was innocent ever perished?”  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

Nov 15: Job 7  “Why have you made me your mark?”  (Stefan Matzal) 

Nov 22: Job 8–9  “How then can I answer him?”  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

Nov 29: Job 10  “Leave me alone.”  (Mark Weldon) 

Dec 6: Job 11–12  “God exacts of you less than your guilt deserves.”  (Stefan Matzal) 

Dec 13: Job 13–14  “Though he slay me, I will hope in him.”  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

Dec 20: Christmas Sunday  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

Dec 27:  New Year’s Sunday  (John Hartung) 

The Eldership: September 2020 


	FALL 2020 JOB 1 – 14
	Introduction
	Schedule

