
SPRING 2021 GENESIS 37:2 – 50:26 
 
Introduction 
In the final major section of Genesis, God’s promises of descendants and a homeland continue to drive 
the story. Jacob’s line multiplies to seventy in number. While this clan sojourns in Egypt, the patriarchs 
insist that they be buried in Canaan. The Abrahamic blessing is still in force. Not only is Jacob’s family 
blessed in and by Egypt, but they are also a blessing to Egypt. Thus we see an early sign of the fulfillment 
of the promise to Abraham: “In you all the nations of the world will be blessed.” 

As elsewhere in Genesis, human sinfulness permeates the scene. Jacob’s favoritism toward the sons of 
his preferred wife Rachel triggers much harm. Jacob’s sons’ hatred of their brother Joseph (a response 
to Jacob’s favoritism), and Judah’s neglect of his daughter-in-law Tamar also yield misery. Sin, however, 
is never irredeemable. Both Jacob’s sons and Judah confess their sins, and, furthermore, we see how 
God accomplishes his own purposes even by means of sinful acts! 

This divine sovereignty is represented especially through the repeated motif of paired dreams. The 
fulfilment of these dreams reveals God’s orchestration of his plans. And the scope of these divine plans 
extends beyond Genesis into the far-distant future. Not only does Joseph rise, as foretold, to 
extraordinary rank in Egypt, but his two sons will attain status as heads of two of the twelve tribes, 
peers to their uncles. Furthermore, among these uncles, God exalts Judah. From his line will spring the 
Israelite monarchy and eventually Israel’s Messiah and ours. Through the Messiah, the blessings of 
Abraham have come down even to us, undeserving recipients of divine favor. Let us ever be grateful. 

Schedule 
Apr 25: Topical  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

May 2: Gen. 37:2–36  “Are you indeed to reign over us?”  (Stefan Matzal) 

May 9: Gen. 38  “Please identify whose these are.”  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

May 16: Gen. 39  “But the LORD was with Joseph.”  (Mark Weldon) 

May 23: Gen. 40  “Don’t interpretations belong to God?” (Stefan Matzal) 

May 30: Gen. 41  “God has shown you all this.”  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

Jun. 6: Gen. 42:1 – 43:28  “He begged us and we did not listen.”  (Stefan Matzal) 

Jun. 13: Gen. 43:29 – 45:28  “God sent me to preserve a remnant.”  (Nathaniel Jackson) 

Jun. 20: Gen. 46:1–30  “I will make you into a great nation.”  (Stefan Matzal) 

Jun. 27: Gen. 46:31 – 47:31  “Carry me out of Egypt.”  (Ram Stewart) 

Jul. 4: Gen. 48  “His younger brother shall be greater than he.”  (Stefan Matzal) 

Jul. 11: Gen. 49:1–28  “He blessed each with the blessing suitable to him.”  (Mark Weldon) 

Jul. 18: Gen. 49:29 – 50:26  “But God meant it for good.”  (Aaron Luke) 

Jul. 25: Topical:   (Nathaniel Jackson) 
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